Reproductive health: a global overview.
A global overview of reproductive health outlines major challenges for action. Worldwide, 60 million to 80 million couples suffer from infertility. At the same time, there is a striking unmet need for contraception in developing countries. Unsafe abortion practices result in between 115,000 and 204,000 deaths each year. Female genital mutilation in one form or another continues to exist in around 40 countries. A second generation of organisms has now made sexually transmitted diseases the most common group of notifiable diseases in most countries. For the year 2000, it is projected that there will be a cumulative total of about 40 million HIV infections in men, women and children. About half a million women die each year because of complications related to pregnancy and childbirth. A total of about 15 million infants and children die annually, mostly from preventable childhood diseases. At least 17% of all babies in developing countries are born with a low birth weight.